Building starts soon on
‘Westpark Village’

‘WESTPARK VILLAGE'—Signing thé papers closing its construc
tion foan with First Guaranty Bank are Westpark Village shopping
center developers Rocky and Barbara Robin, Lafayette, seated at
lefs. Alsc seated is the bank's senor loan officer, David Dabdoub.

New Orleans. Tommy Wulff of general contractor Carl E. Wood-
ward Inc.. also of New Orleans, Robin & Associates Vice Presi-
dent Lou Boemia and his wife, LaNell, Robin & Associates at-
torney Stanley Blackstone, and First Guaranty President Ralph

Looking on are, from left, bank attorney Andrew Rinker, local ar-
chitect Andrew Gasaway, project architect Larry Hammill Case of

By BILL ROBERTSON
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Construction is scheduled to begin
Monday on the planned $4 million
“Westpark Village™ shapping center by
Lafayette_developer Roland “Rocky
Robin on U.S. 51 Bypass.

Plans for the threephase develop-
ment call for a mix of retail shops. of-
fices and restaurants housed in a mix of
storeironts modeled after French
Quarter and historic Hammond, said
Robin

“The Carl E. Woodward firm of NEW
Orleans will build the center according
to plans by architect Larry Hammill
Case. Robin

Westpark Village will be located on
highway frontage in Robin's 28-acre
Hammond Park subdivision. Other de-

Audubon Nursing Center (recently sold
and renamed Montelpre: Nursing
Center) and the APAL building housing
Realtor Pat Tucker and others.

Robin said he has commitments in
b

Fine Apparel, a worens’ clothing store

now in nearby Villa Roma Plaze; a
Haagen Dasz ice-cream store. a jewelry
store. an optical center and a mens
clothier.

Phases twa and three are partially
commited, and construction is anlic
pated on them in coming months.

obin said

The Lalayette developer said he be-
lieves the uniqueness of ithe center's
architecture and his plans ta_ offer
businesses space by lease or sale will
lure tenants into Westpark Village

Market studies done for Robin show
that office and retail developments can
work in Hammond “if theyre dif-
ferent.” he said,

obin also said the “highend” shaps
of Westpark Village will attract Ham-
mond_residents who_now shop for
special items in New Orieans or Baton
Rouge

“Our stores and restaurants will be
destinations for shoppers; they won't
need an ‘anchor,” Robin said. referring
ta the practice of building a shopping
center around a large department store

or grocery

Constriction financing for the project
s by First Guaranty Bank. Its president
Ralph Ross. said the bank is confident
of Robin's track recard as & developer.

Ross. (Staff Photo by Claude Levet)



